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The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552a), and/or Litigation 


□ FOIA/PA 

Requester_ 
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Computer or Case Identification Number 

Title of Case_ 

* File _ 

Serials Reviewed 


Release Location *File 


□ Litigation 


CH Executive Order Applied 


Section 


Section 


This file section has been scanned into the FOIPA Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review Please see the documents located in the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 202-324-3773 
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Serial(s) Reviewed /// _ 
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FOIPA Computer Number_ 
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Trial 


CONTINUED FROM 1A 


cases 

In her closing statement Wednesday, 
Burns urged jurors to consider the 
message drug traffickers of Colombia’s 
Medellin cocaine cartel were sending 
with Seal’s murder 
“This was used to teach a lesson, 
gangland style,’’ she said brandishing a 
machine gun used in the murder “Back 
in the 1920’s, people would machine-gun 
informants to death in the streets They 
knew it would be a deterrent to people 
who might turn against this cartel in the 
future 

“With a machine gun, they were the 
jury, the judge and the executioner and 
they did it for a few thousand dollars,” 
about the defendants “Cold, 

Slate prosecutors had asked the jury 
to consider the contract on Seal's life as 
one of the aggravating factors 
warranting the death penalty for 
Vasquez, Velez and Quintero-Cruz 
Defense attorneys argued Wednesday 
that life in prison was a more lasting 
deterrent 

“Each day, his life is a deterrent, he 
becomes painfully aware of why he is 
being punished," Walker said about 
inmates serving life sentences 
“When there is an execution at the 
prison, it’s a deterrent, but it doesn’t last 
very long,” Walker said “How maqy of 
you remember the name of the last 
person to die in the electric chair?" 

Walker reminded the jury that 
Vasquez had no criminal history and 
said his character “is beyond reproach 
as compared to the character of the 
victim in this case " 
jMJrOj’Jiey Robert Moore, who 
represents Quintero-Cruz, reminded the 
jurors that they were allowed unlimited 
merc/under the law and were not 
boufyl t6 return the death penalty under 
anjf circumstances 


He invited the jury to take a 
photograph of Quintero-Cruz’s wife and 
three children living in Colombia into 
their deliberations. 

“It’s the only thing he has in this world 
now that makes life worth living,” 
Moore said about the alleged trigger 
man i 

“It's important for that baby boy to 
grow up knowing he has a father," 
Moore said, pointing to the photo “It’s 
important for that little girl to know her 
father is alive, somewhere " 

Seal, Moore said, was no “innocent 
victim" as a child or elderly person who 
becomes the victim of first-degree 
murder 

Attorney Richard Sharpstem, who 
represents Velez, urged the jury to 
“forgive him his trespasses" as the 
alleged driver of e getaway car In Seal’s 
murder 

“Lock him up, throw away the key, 
but don’t kill him," Sharpstein said. 
“This is not a case that cries out for the 
violent vengeance of death in the' 
electric chair ” ’ . 

Thursday’s final session was delayed 
by private conferences between 
attorneys and Quienalty over a defense 
motion that the judge sealed from 
public access. 

Quienalty also refused requests from 
reporters covering the trial concerning 
the minutes of bench conferences on the 
motion held In open court. , 

Attorney Anthony Marabella, who 
represents Quintero-Cruz, said 
Quienalty barred attorneys from 
discussing the motion publicly over 
their objections 

“A motion will be filed in the next 
couple of days that will explain what 
has been sealed," he said. 

On the outer steps of the Lake Charles 
federal building housing the trial, 
Sharpstein said all three defendants 
plan to appeal their first-degree murder 
convictions 

“We still feel we have a very strong 
case on the guilt phase,” he said, “Our 
clients are relieved that they won’t be 
silting on death row while we’re 
appealing ” * _ 
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Quienalty said Velez, Vasquez and 
Quintero-Cruz will be sentenced at HQ 
p m. May 21 in state District Court here 
Seal died m a hail of machine-gun fire 
as he exited his Cadillac in the parking 
lot of the Salvation Army Community 
Treatment Center in Batdb Rouge on 
. the evening of Feb. 19,19B6 

He had been serving a six-month 
’ probation sentence at a federal halfway 
house there on drug charges 
A January trial on Seal's murder was 
ordered transferred from Baton Rouge 
‘ to Calcasieu Parish by District Judge 

• 'Frank Saia, who found it Impossible to 

* seat an impartial jury in Baton Rouge 

,The trial h ere was assigned to 
'' the Sulphur Judicial Center — a 
- converted Catholic Church, 

It was reassigned to a courtroom in 
the federal building here for security 
reasons t 


FBI/ DOJ 
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Jury selection begins in trial 
of 3 accused in Seal slaying 


By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

; On Monday, Colombians Miguel 
Velez, Bernardo Antonio Vasquez and 
Carlos Quintero-Cruz will begin 
searching for a jury of their peers in the 
hometown of the federal witness they 
are accused of murdering 
{ They’ll have the counsel of seven 
defense attorneys in sifting through a 
jury pool estimated at 800 Assistant, 

E hstrict Attorney Prem Burns will I 

epresent the state _ _ H 

District Judge Frank Saia will 
preside over the case, which has become i 
complicated and far-reaching m 10 
-months of state and federal; 
investigations and pretrial hearings 
In comparison, the machine-gun 
slaying of Adler "Barry’' Seal was; 
brutally simple 1 

Seal was shot to death m a parked 
Cadillac he had been driving to and 
from a halfway house operated by the 
Salvation Army Community Treatment 
Center on Airline Highway 
Witnesse s at pretrial hearin gs have , 
'said there’were two men waiting in the 1 ' 

, center's parking lot when Seal reported 
I to a federal halfway house at the center 
’ to spend the night on the evening of Feb 
19,1986 

They have described one man 1 
approaching the driver’s side of Seal’s 
car, opening fire with a Mac 10 machine 
gun and then hopping into a getaway car 1 
driven by a second man 
In seconds, Seal was hit by a barrage 
> of ,45-caliber bullets at close range and] 
died at the scene, according to police! 
SEE TRIAL, 4A 


Trial 

CONTINUED FROM 1A 
reports 

In the next 48 hours, FBI agents 
arrested six suspects in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Florida and confiscated , 
evidence that included four getaway 
cars 

State prosecutors have called the 
murder a contract killing ordered by- 
angry Colombian cocaine traffickers 
who had already placed a $500,000 
contract on Seal’s life 

Seal’s checkered career as a drug 
smuggler and DEA informant figure 
prominently in the alleged murder plot, 
which prosecutors say involve the top 
cocaine traffickers in the world 

Velez, Quintero-Cruz, Vasquez and 
Colombian Jose Renteria-Campo were 
eventually indicted with conspiracy and 1 
first-degree murder charges in an 
investigation launched by District 
Attorney Bryan Bush 

But local attorney Michele Fournet 
and Mike Small of Alexandria won a 
separate trial for Renteria-Campo, who 
allegedly helped set up Seal’s murder 

They will be interested spectators in 
Monday’s proceedings 

The two attorneys have argued 
strenuously m pretrial hearings against 
elaborate security precautions that 
have included armed guards, searching 
of courtroom visitors and a transparent 
bullet-proof shield 




Saia last week said security at the' 
trial would be ‘‘less intense” as officials' 
dismantled the shield and implemented 
more subtle security measures 

Fournet, who served two stints with 
the Public Defender’s Office, said last 
week that the heavy security is 
unprecedented in district court here 
‘‘The kind of security that has existed 
i n this case is unprecedented in B aton 
Rouge, as far as I know,” she said 
“There was never any evidence 
introduced to justify the security In 
fact, the four individuals on trial have 
strenuous objections to it ” 

Fournet and other attorneys 
interviewed by the Morning Advocate 
would not comment on details of the 
case because of a gag order imposed » 
late last year by Saia 
But some estimated the trial could 1 
take from three weeks to a month, if all 
120 prospective witnesses in the case 
are called 



“I think three and a half to four 
weeks, assuming we’re able to pick a 
jury,” local attorney Jack Dampf said 
last week 

Dampf is co-counsel for Velez, the 
alleged driver of the getaway car 
Dampf’s partner in Velez’s defense is 
Richard Sharpstein of Coconut Grove,, 
Fla 


Sharpstein, a former state attorney in 
Miami, said last week he is optimistic 
about selecting an impartial jury, 
despite pretrial publicity that prompted 
several attorneys to ask for a change of 




venue 

“I do know there 

publicity but I’d certainly like lot think [_ 
we could Veiai/ti'fiifjtetfplelfrom a w j 
community like Ba^ifefage,” he paid 
“I was concerned alTfrst, out since the 
judge has ruled, I’m willing to try ” 
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Other Florida-based attorneys in the 
icase include Robert Moore and Samuel 
Rabin, Mi$mi lawyers defending 
Qumtero-Cruz 

Moore, who last week said he 
specializes in criminal law, described 
the Seal case as “a very complicated 
case ” 

‘‘What it boils down to, as far as my 1 
client is concerned, is who did it,” Moore 
said 


Trial profile 



District Judge 
Frank Saia 

Will preside over the case 



Frem Bums 

Assistant District Attorney, 
prosecutor 


(Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.) A—1, A—5 

"MORNING ADVOCATE" 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

Date 1/27/87 
Edition Morning 

MIGUEL VELEZ, aka 
Title ET AL; ADLER B. SEAL 
VICTIM 

Character OCDE TASK FORCE 
or 

Classification 245B—7 

Submitting Office New Orleans 


State prosecutors have called 
Quintero-Cruz the "shooter” with the ■ 
machine gun in Seal’s murder 
Moore said he also was concerned 
about possible bias against the 
nationality of the suspects 
"Another big problem we have is that 
they are Colombian,” Moore said “We 
just hope this jury will be able to give 
these people a fair trial ” 

Moore and Rabin are being aided by 
Baton Rouge attorney Anthony 
Marabella, whose career in criminal 
law includes three years as an assistant 1 
district attorney and two years with the 
Public Defender’s Office 
Marabella said last week the 
ramifications of the Seal case make it 
unique among murder cases he has 
tried 

"Because of the ramifications, who 
Barry Seal was and was alleged to be, 
certainly makes this case unique,” 
Marabella said “I’ve been practicing 
law for 13 years and I’ve never seen a 
case with so many different types of 
collateral issues that could affect jury 
selection ” 

Vasquez, who is also accused of 
helping other suspects set up the hit on 
Seal, is being represented by Jefferson 
, Parish attorneys Sam Dalton and 
Wayne Williams 

After being rejected once, the 
attorneys last week filed a motion 
asking Saia to try Vasquez separately 
from the other suspects, a matter 
expected to be decided by Saia at trial 
Saia said on Friday he expected the 
trial to last about three weeks, allowing 
a week each for jury selection and the 
presentation of cases by the state and 
defense attorneys 

Saia said he did not expect a lengthy 
trial and described Monday’s opening , 
’ proceedings as "no different from any 
first-degree murder trial where three 
people are on trial ” 


FBI/ DO J 
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Bernardo Antonio 
Vasques I 

Defendant I 
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Carlos Ouintero-Crux 

Defendant I 
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SamDaJton 

Jefferson Parish attorney, 
representing Vasquez , 


> Anthony Marabella 

j Baton Rouge attorney, 
'co-counsel for Guintero-Cruz 


Miguel Volos 

Defendant 
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f Wayne Wiliams . - , 

/Jefferson Parish attorney, 
.defending Vasauez. 


/Robert Moore, Sam 
?■Rabin 

Miami lawyers defending 
v Guintero-Cruz 


| Jack Damp! 

[Baton Rouge attorney, 
1 co-counsel for Veiez 


r , " ^ 


j Richard Sharpstoln ' 

attorney, co-counsel 
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CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 


States district Court 


DISTRICT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
V 

MIGUEL VELEZ 


DOCKET NO. 


MAGISTRATE’S CASE NO. 


Complaint for violation of Title 


18 


United States Code § 371, 1513 and 2 


NAME OF JUDGE OR MAGISTRATE 

[official TITLE 

LOCATION 

Honorable John V. Parker 

U.S. Judge ! 

707 Florida Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, La. 

DATE OF OFFENSE 

PLACE OF OFFENSE 

ADDRESS OF ACCUSED (if known) 

19 Feb 1986 

i 

Baton Rouge, LA 

_ __ 

Meridian, Mississippi 


COMPLAINANT'S STATEMENT OF FACTS CONSTITUTING THE OFFENSE OR VIOLATION 


SEE ATTACHED STATEMENT OF FACTS 



CLERK'S OFFICE 

A TRUE COPY 

I 

_rep ft a mag_ 
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Deputy Clerk, U. S District Cour^/ 
, Middle District of Louisiana 
Baton Roues, La 1 


basis of complainants charge against the accused On or about _ Feb r u ar y T9", 1986^ Miguel Velez J 
and other persons known and unknown conspired together to commit an offense 
against the United States, namely retaliating against a witness, by engaging 
in conduct and thereby causing bodily injury and death to Adler B. Seal, in 
retaliation for any information given and to be given relating to the 
commission of Federal offenses charged in United States of America v. Pablo 
Escobar Gaviria, et al in the Southern District of Florida^ 















STATEMENT OF FACTS 


On February 19, 1986 at approximately 6:00 p.m., Adler B. 
Seal was shot to death at Baton Rouge, Louisiana by two unknown 
assailants. One assailant was described by two witnesses at the 
murder scene as follows: 

A white male, Latin in appearance, approximately 6'0" to 
6'1" ln height, wearing a light brown long sleeved shirt and light 
blue "baggy" trousers, with dark short slightly wavy hair, and 
weighing 180-195 pounds. This person was described by one witness 
as having slight mustache. 

Adler B. Seal was known to be a potential witness in a 
criminal action m the Southern District of Florida, Miami, 
Florida, United States of America v. Pablo Escobar Gavina, et al. 
At approximatley 6:00 p.m. on February 19, 1986, East Baton Rouge 
Parish Deputy Sheriff observed two unknown 


individuals exit a late model Buick automobile, approximately 
one-quarter mile from the murder scene, and enter a late model red 


General Motors 4—door automobile, and speed from the scene. 
Examination of the abandoned vehicle disclosed two automatic 
weapons. The car which sped away had no license plates but 
appeared to have a new car price sticker atached to a rear window. 
At approximately 8:45 p.m. on February 19, 1986, FBI 

observed one 


b 


Special Agents 


Miguel Velez approach the Eastern Airline ticket counter at New 
Orleans International Airport and inquire about flights to Miami 




Velez was told no flights were available and inquired about 
flights to Orlando, Florida. Velez was questioned by the 
above-named FBI agents and displayed an Easter Airline round trip 
ticket which showed his arrival m New Orleans on February 16, 
1986, with return to Miami on February 28, 1986. Velez appeared 
extremely nervous, hesitant in his speech and was perspiring. 

Velez stated he was in New Orleans on vacation but disclaimed 
knowledge of persons in New Orleans. He stated he needed to 
return to Miami due to family problems. Velez claimed to reside 
in Miami, did not have a home telephone, but had a "beeper" device 
rented from a Miami company. Velez was described as approximately 
6'0" in height, Latin in appearance, dark curly short hair, a 
slight mustache, born 6/7/49 at Puerto Rico. He had a U.S. 
Passport with date indicating prior travel to Columbia, S.A. 

Velez was wearing a white shirt, white shoes, with aqua colored 
"baggy" trousers. 


The above special agents then determined that Velez went to 
his room in the Hilton Hotel, Airline Highway, New Orleans, and 
departed without checking out for Montgomery, Alabama, via taxi, 
at approximately 9:15 p.m. 

Early in the morning on February 20, 1986 at Meridian, 
Mississippi, Lt.l 


Meridian Police Department was 


b7C 


investigating an accident involving a Louisiana taxi that had 
struck an animal. The passenger in the vehicle was one Miguel 
Velez. Velez had in his possession an Avis Car Rental key ring 
with automobile keys listing the automobile as a four—door 
Cadillac Deville, Avis number 8055. 




- 


# • 

• V 

On February 20, 1986 a representative of Avis Car Rental, 
New Orleans, advised that their rental car 8055 is a 1986, 
four-door red Cadillac Deville, temporary Louisiana License 
T0362076, rented on February 18, 1986 to 
Florida. Investigation at New Orleans determined that 

_| was reggistered in the Hilton Hotel in Room 270, while 

Velez was registered in Room 269. 





YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to arrest MIGUEL VELEZ _ 

* " Nam* “ 

and bring him or her forthwith to the nearest magistrate to answer a(n) 

C Indictment C Information £ Complaint C Order of court C Violation Notice C Probation Violation Petition 

charging him or her with Mde , cr , Dtloo0 . 

18:USC 371, 1513 & 2 

Retaliation of a witness for information given relating to the commission 
of Federal offenses in the Southern District of Florida 




RETURN 


This warrant was received and executed with the arrest of the above-named defendant at 


OATF RECEIVED 


NAME AND TITLE OF ARRESTING OFFICER 


SIGNATURE OF ARRESTING OFFICER 


Date of arrest 




BRYAN BUSH 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


< 3fttirictai ^Btstrict 

EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH 
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

ISfcimt IrUmQe, 


222 ST l_OUIS STREET 
TELEPHONE (504) 389-3400 


February 23, 1987 


Mr. Ed Grimsley 
Special Agent In Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
One American Place 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

Re: State of Louisiana versus Miguel Velez, et al 
Dear Ed: 


As you are aware, trial of the above referred first degree murder prosecution has 
been reassigned for April 6, 1987 in Lake Charles, Louisiana. It is our current 
expectation that selection of the jury in Lake Charles should take some seven working 
days. Accordingly, trial should ccrrmence on or ab out April 15. 

In view of the interest of the Federal government toward a successful conclusion 
of this trial as well as the need to coordinate the large number of feder al arra^fe 


■ Mhri wild be called to testify,.this office is requesting that Special Agent 

I_pe permitted to remain in Lake Charles with the state prosecution team JLUI 

the duration of the trial once a jury is impaneled. Thanking you for the cooperation 
of the Bur^au-Jhus far, I remain. 
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# 


Title and Character of Case 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

MTfUIKT. VTCT.rfc* 


Date 


2/20/86 
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OO: NKW QBLEANS 


Date Property Acquired 

2 / 20/86 


Source From Which Property Acquired 
MIGUEL VELEZ 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 


To Be Returned, 
□ Yes 03 No 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
EVIDENCE 


See Serial | Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

SA 


Agent Assigned Case 


SAl 


□ Yes [3 No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Huies ot criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 

One Eastern Airlines Ticket #0074472098186 
One Columbian Peso (Bill) 

One Aaitroa Watch Black Band 

One Gold Necklace with cross pendant 


One cloth cord Madonna necklace 





Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Property Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192 (Rev 6-9*82) 


Date 


Title and Character of Case 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
MIGUEL VELK2 i 


OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 
Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired 

2/20/66 MIGUEL VELEZ 


_ 2 / 20/86 

b7C 

00: HEW ORLEANS 

b7C 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

EVIDENCE 

ro Be Returned 
□ Yes [^No 

See Serial 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 


Agent Assigned Case 

SA 

SA 

U Yes LMo orand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 


Description of Property or Exhibit 


$3/275*41 in U# S* Currency 
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For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 
Evidence Bag Seal # Qfl997fi 


Signature of Two _ 

Special Agents „ - . > 

Verifying and Sealing b- fj | 
Bag Contents 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 

X ..._ Tgusb-1-/£?& 
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Title and Character of Case 
UBSUB* 

wrcnPT. wr.n*. 


Date 


2 / 20/86 
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OBSTRUCTION OW JUSTICE 
Date Prop^?f5 i Aci|(ili^d^^* , '*‘^iSrce From Which Property Acquired 


2/20/86 


MIGOSB VELES 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 

ftp***/ 


□ Yes jjjj No 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
EVIDENCE 


See Serial 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

Agent Assigned Case V>3- 

— 1 


K 


■ 

E 




Description of Property or Exhibit “ ' ---- 

Cme (I) 

Atomic Absorption Analysis Kit Used to Process MXCU2I. VZL&z* 



By. 


For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 

Signature of Two 

Evidence Bag Seal # 

Special Agents 

Verifying and Sealing 

—- --*_ 

Bag Contents 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 

- lattm JU/vJL \ _^ 

B 


Field File # JACKSON 
OO l ORLEANS _ 
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COPY (optional) 
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Date 

Title and Character of Case 



UKSUB; 

ftlGtfcl. 2SLS111 
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OESTEUCTIOM OF JUSTICE 


Date Property ftcqtliHed 

2/20/86 

*%d^ce From Which Property Acquired 

MIGUEL VELEZ 

Location ot Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to I 

JJdJZtvc EVIDKSCE 1 

Dispose of Same 

To Be Returned See Serial 
□ Yes g No 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

Agent Assigned Case 

_SA 

sA 

1 

LJ Yes ljj No Grand Jury Material Disseminate only Pursuant to nule 6(e), Feaerai nuies or criminal procedure 


Description of Property or Exhibit ~ ~ " 

Two (2) Sot a of jor Casa Prints of MIGUEL VELEZ 



Inventoried. 
By_ 


For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 

Signature of Two 

Evidence Bag Seal # 

Special Agents 

Verifying and Sealing 


Bag Contents 


.OO 






Field File # JASfKSOBa 


Qkr,I<7»>lg 


COPY (optional) 
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% 


Title and Character of Case 
UHSOB; 

KIGGEJ. VELEZj 


2/20/86 


Date PropSrc^Atfjtitfed' 

2/20/86 


2U STICK , 

irce From Which Property Acquired 
MIGUEL VELBZ 


“Locationof_Proper^or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 

_ _£__ 1 J KVTDBfiCE I- 

T° 06 Returned See SeriaT I Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit f Agent Assigned Case >4- 

O Yes jp No - 1 



For Valuable and/or Narcotics Evidence Only 
Evidence Bag Seal #_ 


Signature of Two _ h 

Special Agents ^ 

Verifying and Sealing _S 

Bag Contents 


SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROpIrTY (Initial and Date) 
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Jury selection to start 
in Seal murder trial 
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Edition MORNING 
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Character 0 CDE TASK FORCE - INTER- 

or NATIONAL TRAFFICKING 
Classification MO 245D—7 
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By The Associated Press 


LAKE CHARLES — Jury 
selection will begin Monday in a 
coliseum instead of a courtroom 
for three Colombians accused of 
the machine-gun slaying of a drug 
runner who turned into a federal 
informant 

Prosecutors said Miguel Velez, 
Luis Carlos Qumtero-Cruz and 
Bernardo Antonio Vasquez were 
after a $500,000 bounty offered 
by a powerful drug cartel to kill 
Adler “Barry” Seal, a 300-pound 
former pilot for TWA 

Seal was machine-gunned Feb 
19, 1986, in the parking lot of a 
Baton Rouge halfway house 
where he was serving a six-month 
term on drug and related charges 

The trial was moved to Lake 
Charles after a Baton Rouge 
judge declared a mistrial, saying 
publicity made it impossible to 
get a jury 

More than 400 prospective 
jurors have been summoned, so 
many that selection is set to 
begin in Burton Coliseum, an 
arena on the southern edge of the 
city used for rodeos and livestock 
shows 

Once the jury is chosen, Dis¬ 
trict Judge Charlie Quienalty will 
move the trial downtown to U S 
■District Court, which offers more 
security than the state court¬ 
house 

Seal had spurned efforts to 
place him in a federal protection 


program, and he predicted that 
he would be killed 

He flew cocaine shipments 
from Colombia from 1981 to 
1983, when he was caught by fed¬ 
eral Drug Enforcement Agency 
agents and turned informant 

He was to have been a star wit¬ 
ness in a south Flonda drug trial 
involving reputed leaders of 
Colombia’s Medellin cartel, 
which federal agents say is the 
world’s largest criminal organiza¬ 
tion 

The cartel supplies about 80 
percent of the cocaine used in the 
United States, agents say 
“Security will be heavy for the 
trial,” Calcasieu Parish Sheriff 
Wayne McElveen said At least 
30 officers will be assigned to the 
courthouse area, he said 

The security precautions fol¬ 
low threats on prosecutors’ lives 
in the Flonda case 

However, Mark Neuberger, 
court security specialist for the 
U S Marshal’s Office in New 
Orleans, has said there is no con¬ 
nection between the two cases 
“Our intelligence doesn’t indi¬ 
cate any tie-in between the two,” 
he said, adding that the three 
defendants in Lake Charles are 
“foot soldiers” for the cartel while 
the figures in south Flonda are 
high-ranking cartel officials 
A fourth defendant in the Seal 
murder case, Jose Rentena- 
Campa, will be tned separately 
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By MARK SCHLEIFSTEIN 

Staff writer ' t 

' LAKE CHARLES — Three 
Colombians were found guilty* 
Wednesday of first-degree mur- < 
der in the ( machine-gun death of, 
federal drug informant Barry 
Seal 1 , and jurors mdy* decide < 
Thursday whether the three 
should dite in the electric chair 
The three* Were convicted of 
carrying Out a murder contract 
on Seal to keep him from testify¬ 
ing against one of the heads of an 
international cocaine-smuggling 


cartel based m Medellin, Colom¬ 
bia 

The drug'figure, Jorge Ochoa, 
was to be extradited from Spam 
to the United States to face drug 
charges based-.on information 
supplied by v Seal. Instead, Ochoa 
was extradited, to Colombia 
weelcs after Seal’s death and has 
sincd disappeared. * 1 V 1 

Ochoa’s brother, Fabio Ochoa, 
and Pablo Escobar,janpther.-car— 
tel 'figutfffTvKorrh Seal‘provided 
evidence against, had offered to 
pay $1 million for Seal’s kidnap¬ 
ping and $50f),000 for his murder, 


prosecutors contend. 

Seal was shot to death as he 
was getting out of his car in the 
parking lot of a Salvation Army 
halfway house in Baton Rouge 
on-Feb. 19,1986 J ; 

r Wednesday’s verdicts followed' 
13 days of testimony in a court-, 
r room'guarded by deputy sheriffs 
with machine guns and heavily 
.. armed deputy marshals con-* 
.. cerned about reprisals from the 
cartel. 

Bernardo Vasquez, Miguel 

See SEAL, A-5 
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Velez and Luis Carlos Quintero- 
Cruz stood quietly as a clerk read ■ 
their verdicts 

Velez turned ashen, staring at 
the jury. ' 

Cruz, still wearing the head¬ 
phones that allow an interpreter 
to repeat the verdict to him in 
Spanish, listened stone-faced. 

Vasquez, sitting down while 
the jurors reconfirmed the verdict 
with individual polling cards, 
shifted his chin from one hand to 
another as he slumped in his 
chair, not looking at relatives 
behind him'in the audience. 

The jury of 10 women and two 
men took just over 5H hours over 
two days to reach the verdict' and 
immediately began hearing evi¬ 
dence in the penalty phase of the 
case.^™'' ; 

Under Louisiana’s first-degree 
murder law) the jury also derides 
whether to sentence the defen¬ 
dants to death or to life in prison 
without parole 

Testimony in the penalty > 
phase will continue Thursday, 
i As testimony during the pen- 

* alty phase began Wednesday, 
i Baton Rouge Assistant District 
| Attorney Prem Bums argued in 

favor of the death penalty, saying 
j the defendants were paid to com- 

■ mit their crime and endangered 

■ others when shooting Seal and 
t while speeding away from the 

scene. Both are extenuating cir- 
i cumstances, which in combine- 
! tion with a murder could justify 
i the death sentence under state , 
law,. 

* Vasquez’s mother asked the 
] juiy to spare his life. 

j Lucia Tamayo de Vasquez tes- 
’ tified that her son wanted to 
study to be a priest, but his fam¬ 
ily was too poor to send him to 
! college. ,, 

She asked the jury not to vote 
for the death penalty “because 
they're not going to kill him, 
they’re going to kill the entire 
, family.” 

“If they can only feel a little bit 
of t what I feel, they will raise their 
1 eyes to the Lord and ask him to 
forgive him,” she said through an j 
interpreter. 

As she left the courtrootai, the ‘ 
elderly, stooped woman stared 
straight ahead, and not at her 
son, who sat weeping at the 


Defense attorneys also called 
witnesses who told the jury that 
there are mitigating circum¬ 
stances that should sway them 
from sentencing the three to the 
electric chair 

Sam Dalton, attorney for Vas¬ 
quez, said his client had no prior 
record and was only involved in 
the murder as an accessory. 

Dalton also called witnesses to 
show that Seal may have contin¬ 
ued to smuggle, drugs, even after 
becoming a federal informant. As- 
a convicted, drug smuggler, Dal¬ 
ton argued," Seal’s life is not 
worth levying the death penalty. 

State Police Lt. Robert Tho- 
masson testified that he believed 
Seal was still smuggling drugs for 
his own gain, while working as an 
informant for the federal Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 

Defense attorneys vowed to 
appeal the guilty verdict to the 
Louisiana Supreme Court on 
grounds that testimony concern¬ 
ing the cartel had nothing to do 
with Seal’s death, and illegally 
prejudiced the jury against their 
clients. 

“They tried the Medellin car¬ 
tel,” said Velez’s attorney 
Richard Sharpstein, during a 
break in the trial 

He said Burns’ closing argu¬ 
ment added to the prejudice by 
attempting to inflame the jury. 

“She talked about things that 
had nothing to do with Barry 
Seal,” Sharpstein said. “She pre¬ 
judiced, scared, frightened and 
intimidated that jury.” 

Sharpstein gave a dramatic 
and tearful opening statement at 
the beginning of the penalty 
phase, eliciting tears from one 
juror 

Velez began wiping tears from « 
his eyes with a handkerchief as 
Sharpstein urged the jury to 
ignore the biblical precept of an 
eye for and eye, and be merciful 
to Velez. 

“If it’s easy (to sentence Velez 
to the electric chair), if it’s cold 
and you can-do it .. do it,” 
Sharpstein said, his voice break¬ 
ing. “But it’s final ” 


J 

During the trial. Burns out¬ 
lined an intricate plan that was 
capped with Cruz killing Seal 
with six bullets from a Mac-10 
machine gun. 

Velez drove the getaway car, a 
Buick that Vasquez had bought 
several days before. The car 
Bcreached out of the parking lot 
and sped off to a youth center a 
few blocks away, where Velez and 
Cruz switched to a red Cadillac, 
also rented by Vasquez a few days 
before 

It was then that things began 
to go awry for the killers Two 
sheriffs deputies were standing 
on the steps of the center, where 
they were working a security 
detail for a bingo game. 

Apparently spooked, Velez and 
Cruz left the machine gun and an 
Uzi machine pistol m the Buick, 
along with three pairs of gloves 
and a key still in the trunk. 

They drove off in the Cadillac, 
which was found at the New 
Orleans International Airport the 
next day. 

The defendants’ fingerprints 
were found in four cars used dur¬ 
ing planning and commission of 
the crime. 

The murder trial was moved to 
Lake Charles after officials were 
unable to pick an unbiased jury in 
Baton Rouge because of press 
coverage of the murder. 
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Opening 
I arguments 
I focus on Seal 


1 By JOHN SEMIEN 
( Advocate staff writer 

. LAKE CHARLES — A solemn jury 
sat awestruck Monday as a state < 

I prosecutor and three defense attorneys 
described the flamboyant life of Adler 
“Barry” Seal in the first-degree murder 
trial of his alleged assassins 
In opening arguments, Assistant 
District Attorney Prem Burns and 
defense attorneys for Miguel Velez, 
Bernardo Antonio Vasquez and Luis 
Carlos Quintero-Cruz described Seal as 
a man of many faces 
While Burns called Seal the., 
government’s top witness against 
bosses of Colombia’s Medellin cocaine 
cartel, defense attorneys said he was an 
opportunist who gambled on both sides 
of the law until he dealt his life away 
For the first time Monday, Burns 
revealed details of the state’s theory 
concerning the cocaine czars who 
allegedly wanted Seal silenced and their 
reputed henchmen who scrambled to i 
collect a $500,000 contract on his life 
Burns saia evidence in the trial Will 1 
show Seal was blasted with 12 .45- 
caliber rounds from a machine gun in 
' the parking lot of the Salvation Army 
Community Treatment Center on 
Airline Highway on Feb 19,1986 
However, she said, details about the 
murder contract, which was accepted 
by at least two groups of assassins, 
indicate things could have turned out 
much worse 

“The evidence will show that, if it was 
necessary, Barry Seal’s whole family 
was to be killed, if that’s what it took to 
do the job,” Burns told the jury in 
i opening arguments Monday 

Burns later pointed first to Qumtero- 
1 Cruz, then to Velez and finally Vasquez, 
l labeling them as trigger man, driver of 
, the getaway car and procurer of 
equipment in a murder-for-hire 
conspiracy 

, The conspiracy began when a DEA 
sting operation involving Seal resulted - 
m the arrest of reputed Medellin cartel 

SEE TRIAL, 7A 


Trial 

CONTINUED FROM 1A 

leader Jorge Luis Ochoa-Vasquez in 
1984 by officials in Spam, Burns said 
Burns said Seal gave an affidavit 
attached to the extradition request for 
Ochoa-Vasquez, who was wanted on’ 
Florida drug indictments 
“To support the request to extradite 
Ochoa back to Miami, Florida, Barry 
Seal had to swear out an extradition 
affidavit,” Burns said "In November, 
1984, when he signed Jorge Ochoa’s 
extradition request, he became a man 
marked for death ” 

Burns said the subsequent contract, 
which would have paid $1 million if Seal 
were delivered alive, was pursued off 
and on for a year as stints in federal 
protective custody made access to Seal 
impossible 

The contract was given first to * 
American drug smuggler and cartel 
associate Max Mermelstein because the 
Colombians thought their own people 
would “stick out like a sore thumb in a 
small town like Baton Rouge,’”Bums 
said 

“He’ll tell you that had the bottom 
line come down to killing Barry Seal or 1 
being killed, he would have done the 
job,” Burns said about Mermelstein, 
who is now a protected federal witness 
expected to testify in the case 
Burns described Mermelstein as a , 
high-level trafficker who had smuggled 
more than 130,000 pounds of cocaine 
into the United States as a cartel 
distributor before his arrest in 1985 
persuaded him to become a federal 
witness 

Mermelstein received about $100,000 
from the cartel and made several trips 
to Louisiana in early 1985, before telling 
cartel leaders he could not make the hit 
on Seal, she said 

When Spain decided to extradite 
Ochoa-Vasquez to the United States in 
early 1986, Burns alleged, Velez was 
given the contract 
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~ An enforcer for reputed Miami cartel 
underboss Rafael Cardona-Salazar, 
Velez had to travel to Medellin, 
Colombia, and receive the blessings of 
cartel leaders Pablo Escobar-Gaviria 
, and Fabio Ochoa-Vasquez, brother of 
Jorge Ochoa-Vasquez, she said 

Burns said the cartel bosses also 
* ordered Colombian Luis Carlos Uribe- 
Munera to recruit two Colombian , 
assassins to travel to the United States 
lor the slaying 

Uribe-Munera later -refused to 
participate after learning the plan 
j included his own murder, Burns said 
{ Uribe-Munera fled Colombia after he 
’ was shot by cartel assassins in Medellin 
I and left for dead, Burns said He became 
| a federally protected witness, also 
' expected to testify in the Seal trial, she 
'said 

Burns said that in early February 
1986, Velez and Vasquez traveled from,, 
Miami to a meeting in New Orleans with 
I Jose Rentena-Campo — another 
’defendant in the case who was granted a 
separate trial 

Quintero-Cruz traveled from 
Colombia through Central America 
before entering the United States 
illegally and meeting the three men in 
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New Orleans, she said 
After securing a safe house, several 
getaway cars and equipment, the four 
men allegedly earned out the final • 
stages of the conspiracy ending in Seal’s 
murder, she said 

“Because of Barry Seal’s murder in 
July 1986, the country of Spain decided 
not to send Jorge Ochoa back to the 
United States,” Burns said "You learn 
that, to a degree, the efforts of the cartel 
put a halt to the system ” 

Ochoa-Vasquez was extradited to his 
native Colombia, where he has since 
disappeared after being released on 
bond, she said 

After arguments from Burns, defense 
attorney Richard Sharpstem, who 
represents Velez, asked District Judge 
Charley Quienalty to declare a mistrial 
based on remarks from Burns that he 
said would “inflame and prejudice” the 
1 jury He also asked for a mistrial 
because of evidence referred to by 
1 Burns that he said was not provided to 
1 defense attorneys 

Quienalty denied both motions 
In his opening statement, Sharpstem 
cautioned jurors that they were not 
charged with “vindicating the criminal 
justice system” but to decide on 
evidence against suspects in Seal’s 
murder 

Sharpstem said Seal dealt with 
several federal agencies, including the 
CIA and helped White House officials 
obtain evidence that the Sandimsta 
government in Nicaragua was involved 
in drug trafficking during one sting 
operation 

By dealing with several government 
agencies, as well as in illegal smuggling 
activities, Seal may have caused his 
own death by “flying in the face of the 
very system that was trying to help 
him,” Sharpstem said 
“He put himself m that position, and 
he loved it,” Sharpstem said “He 
thrived on it He loved the danger ” 
“The evidence will show you no one 
will ever know whether Barry Seal was 
dealing m drugs right up to the moment 
he was gunned down,” he said 
Attorney Robert Moore, who 
represents Suintero*Cruz, said his 
client's only crime was entering the 
United States illegally tn early 1986. 


Moore said yuintero-truz was 
charged initially with being an illegal 
alien and that the conspiracy and first- 
degree murder indictments against him 
are based on “some questionable 
identification » and innocent 
circumstances ” 

Moore said both witnesses who picked 
the Colombian national out of police 
lineups had made previous false 
identifications of other men i 

Moore said Quintero-Cruz traveled 
across the Mexican border into the 
1 United States with two other Colombian 
nationals who were arrested with 
Quintero-Cruz in a suburb of New 
Orleans shortly after Seal’s murder. 

All three men faced immigration 
charges, he said 

"You will find out those two 
gentlemen have been deported and are* 
back home because nobody picked them 
out of a lineup,” he said “Nobody will 
tell you they positively and absolutely 
identified my client as the man who did 
the shooting ” 

’ Evidence that fingerprints matching 
Quintero-Cruz were lifted from the 
interior of a getaway car connected 
with Seal’s murder shows only that 
Quintero-Cruz was in the car at some 
time, Moore said 

Moore said law enforcement officials 
found no prints matching Quintero-Cruz 
on the murder weapon — a 45-caliber 
Mac 10 machine gun 
“It’s simply a matter of arresting a 
Colombian," Moore said. “We submit to 
you that evidence will show that’s why ; 
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Vasquez was involved in “innocent 
acts” that have been interpreted as 
guilty actions by state prosecutors, he 
said 

l 

Quienalty dismissed proceedings at 
4 30 p m Monday He said testimony 
, will begin at 10 a m Tuesday 
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he was picked up, because he looks like 
one of them ” 

In other trial action, Quienalty denied 
a defense motion that the trial be 
delayed for 48 hours so that attorneys 
coufd research information received, 
Saturday on the plea agreements 
between state and federal prosecutors 
and several unindicted co-conspirators 
expected to testify in the trial 

In a detailed motion, attorneys said 1 
information supplied by state 
prosecutors on the witnesses was 
insufficient 

\ 

Monday’s opening arguments > 
followed three weeks of jury selection ‘ t 

Attorney Wayne Walker, who 
represents Vasquez, gave a short 
opening statement m which he said that 
Vasquez was born m Colombia but 
entered the United States in full 
compliance with immigration laws 

“Unlike Barry Seal, he brought no 
dishonor to this country or his family,” 
Walker said 
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By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

LAKE CHARLES - Jurors here 
deliberated only 20 minutes Thursday 
before deciding to spare the lives of 
three Colombians they convicted of the 
1986 murder of Adler “Barry” Seal 
They voted to sentence Miguel Velez, 
Bernardo Antonio Vasquez and Luis 
Carlos Qumtero-Cruz to life in prison 
■ without benefit of pardon, probation or 
parole, despite a final plea from the 
prosecution for the death penalty 
The verdict was delivered to District 
Judge Charley Quienalty at 4 50 p m 
The panel of 10 women and two men 
began their deliberations at 4 30 p m , 
after hearing closing arguments from 
attorneys 

The jury’s'decision caused Velez to 
double over with emotion as he, Vasquez 
a,nd'Quintero-Cruz faced the jury to 
receive their verdict 
Several jurors wept as Quienalty 
ordered the panel back into chambers 
for a final word of congratulations 
After the verdict, attorney Wayne 
Walker, who represents Vasquez, 
flashed a tired smile 
“It’s a small consolation, but I’m 
pleased with it,” Walker said “It sure 
beats the alternative ” 

The three men, who have been on trial 


here since April 6, faced possible death 
in Louisiana’s electric chair after being 
convicted Wednesday of first-degree 
murder 

Assistant District Attorney Prem 
Burns, who argued for the death 
penally, said she had mixed feelings 
aboutthe verdict Wednesday afternoon 

“I respect their decision,” she said “I 
would have liked to have had it, but I 
basically feel it was because of the 
victim ” 

Both Burns and defense attorneys 
agreed Seal’s criminal past as a cocaine, 
smuggler played a part in the jury’s; 
swing toward mercy for his convicted 
i assassins 

In court records, Seal admitted 
making millions to fly massive loads of 
cocaine into the United States from 
clandestine airstrips m Central and 
South America before being indicted on 
drug charges 

He subsequently become a DEA 
informant in 1984 in an attempt to stay - 
out of prison at the expense of his 
former employers 

State prosecutors said Seal was , 
“marked for death” later that year 
when Colombian drug czars placed a 
$500,000 contract on his life for 
testifying against them in Florida drug 
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cases 

In her closing statement Wednesday, 
Burns urged jurors to consider the, 
message drug traffickers of Colombia’s' 
Medellin cocaine cartel were sending 
with Seal’s murder 
“This was used to teach a lesson, 
gangland style,’’ she said brandishing a 
machine gun used in the murder “Back 
in the 1920’s, people would machine-gun 
informants to death in the streets They 
knew it would be a deterrent to people 
who might turn against this cartel m the 
future 

“With a machine gun, they were the 
jury, the judge and the executioner and 
they did it for a few thousand dollars,’’ 
Bifrij£said about the defendants “Cold, 
hard cash.” 

State prosecutors had asked the jury 
to consider the contract on Seal’s life as 
one of the aggravating factors 
warranting the death penalty for 
Vasquez, Velez and Quintero-Cruz 
Defense attorneys argued Wednesday 
that life in prison was a more lasting 
deterrent 

“Each day, his life is a deterrent, he 
becomes painfully aware of why he is 
being punished,” Walker said about 
inmates serving life sentences 
“When there is an execution at the 
prison, it’s a deterrent, but it doesn't last 
very long,” Walker said "How many of 
you remember the name of the last 
person to die in the electric chair 9 ” 
Walker reminded the jury that 
Vasquez had no criminal history and 
said his character “is beyond reproach 
as compared to the character of the 
victim m this case ” 
jfirQdrney Robert Moore, who 1 
rej)F$sents Quintero-Cruz, reminded the 
jurors (hat they were allowed unlimited 
mercy'under the law and were not 
bouqjl to return the death penalty under 
any'cjfcumstances __ 


, He invited the jury to take a 
photograph of Quintero-Cruz’s wife and 
three children living in Colombia into 
their deliberations 

“It’s the only thing he has in this world 
now that makes life worth living,” 
Moore said about the alleged trigger 
man 

“It’s important for that baby boy to 
grow up knowing he has a father,” 
Moore said, pointing to the photo “It’s 
important for that little girl to know her 
father is alive, somewhere ” 

Seal, Moore said, was no “innocent 
victim” as a child or elderly person who 
becomes the victim of first-degree 
murder 

Attorney Richard Sharpstein, who 
represents Velez, urged the jury to 
, “forgive him his trespasses” as the 
alleged driver of a getaway car in Seal’s 
murder 

“Lock him up, throw away the key, 
but don’t kill him,” Sharpstein said 
. “This is not a case that cries out for the 
violent vengeance of death in the 1 
1 electric chair ” 

Thursday’s final session was delayed 
by private conferences between 
attorneys and Quienalty over a defense ' 
motion that the judge sealed from! 
public access 

Quienalty also refused requests from 
1 reporters covering the trial concerning, 
the minutes of bench conferences on the! 
( motion held in open court . ( 

I Attorney Anthony Marabella, who 
represents Quintero-Cruz, said : 
, Quienalty barred attorneys from 
discussing the motion publicly over 
their objections 

“A motion will be filed in the next 
, couple of days that will explain what 
has been sealed," he said 
, On the outer steps of the Lake Charles 

federal building housing the trial, 
Sharpstein said all three defendants 
plan to appeal their first-degree murder 
convictions 

“We still feel we have a very strong 
case on the guilt phase,” he said “Our 
clients are relieved that they won’t be’ 
sitting on death row while wc'rei 
appealing ”__ 
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Quienalty" said Velez, Vasquez and’ 
Quintero-Cruz will be sentenced at 1 30 
p m May 21 in state District Court here 
Seal died in a hail of machine-gun fire 
as he exited his Cadillac in the parking 
lot of the Salvation Army Community 
Treatment Center in Batdti Rouge on 
the evening of Feb 19,1986 
He had been serving a six-month 
probation sentence at a federal halfway 
house there on drug charges 
A January trial on Seal’s murdpr was 
ordered transferred from Baton Rouge' 
j to Calcasieu Parish by District Judge 
i Frank Saia, who found it impossible tO| 
seat an impartial jury in Baton Rouge. 1 
j The trial here was first assigned to 
the Sulphur Judicial Center — a 
1 converted Catholic Church 

It was reassigned to a courtroom in 
the federal building here for security 
reasons 
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By JOHN SEMIEN 
Advocate staff writer 

LAKE CHARLES - Jurors here 
deliberated only 20 minutes Thursday 
before deciding to spare the lives of 
three Colombians they convicted of the 
1986 murder of Adler “Barry” Seal. 

They voted to sentence Miguel Velez, 
Bernardo Antonio Vasquez and Luis 
Carlos Quintero-Cruz to life in prison 
without benefit of pardon, probation or 
parole, despite a final plea from the 
prosecution for the death penalty 
The verdict was delivered to District 
Judge Charley Quienalty at 4 50 p m 
The panel of 10 women and two men 
began their deliberations at 4 30 p m , 
after hearing closing arguments from 
attorneys 

The jury’s ^decision caused Velez to 
double over with emotion as he, Vasquez 
apd'Quintero-Cruz faced the jury to 
receive their verdict 1 
Several jurors ,wept as Quienalty 
ordered the panel back into chambers 
for a final word of congratulations. 

After the verdict, attorney Wayne 
Walker, who represents Vasquez, 
flashed a tired smile 
"It's a small consolation, but I’m 
pleased with it,” Walker said “It sure 
beats the alternative ” 

The three men, who have been on trial 


here since April 6, faced possible death ‘ 
in Louisiana’s electric chair after being • 
convicted Wednesday of first-degree 
murder. 

Assistant District Attorney Frem 
Burns, who argued for the death 
penalty, said she had mixed feelings; 
aboutthe verdict Wednesday afternoon 

“I respect their decision,” she said “I 
would have liked to have had it, but I 
basically feel it was because of the 
victim ” 

Both Burns and defense attorneys 
agreed Seal's criminal past as a cocaine 
smuggler played a part m the jury’s' 
swing toward mercy for his convicted 
assassins 

In court records, Seal admitted 
making millions to fly massive loads of 
cocaine into the United States from 
clandestine airstrips m Central and 
South America before being indicted on 
drug charges 

He subsequently become a DEA 
informant In 1984 in an attempt to stay 
out of prison at the expense of his 
former employers 

State prosecutors said Seal was 
“marked for death” later that year 
when Colombian drug czars placed a 
3500,000 contract on his life for 
testifying against them in Florida drug 
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List of jurors kept secret - y 
in drug informant slay case 


By The Associated Press 

BATON ROUGE - An 
appeals court has upheld the 
decision to keep secret the list of 
potential jurors for the trial of 
four men charged with murdenng 
drug informant Barrj- Seal 
The 1st Circuit Court of 
Appeal said withholding the 
information would not hamper 
jury selection for the trial next 
month 

The defendants face charges of 
conspiracy and first-degree mur¬ 
der in Seal’s death, which state 
prosecutors called a contract kill¬ 
ing ordered by powerful Colom¬ 
bian cocaine traffickers 

District Judge Frank Saia 
agreed to keep potential jurors’ 
names and addresses secret after 
Assistant Distnct Attorney Prem 


Bums cited alleged links bdt^een 
Seal’s death and the Medellin 
cartel, a powerful Cotptfvfoian 
trafficking ring »■ '■" 

Burns also noted thaCprd-lnal 
hearings have had buljet-jMoof 
shields and armed guards^, which 
he said had a “chilling effePt’^ 

Michele Fournet, lawyer for 
Jose Rentena-Campo, ajjfi^Sled' 
the decision, calling the extra 
security unnecessary and‘poten¬ 
tially intimidating to jurors • 

Fournet said allegations of 
links between Seal’s murder and 
a drug-trafficking cartel are 
totally unsubstantiated - - 
Her appeal was joined by;attor¬ 
neys for the other defendants, 
Miguel Velez, Bernardo Antonio 
Vasquez and Luis Carlos Quin 
tero-Cruz __ j 





